COVID-19 Guidance for Election Polling Station Locations

NOTE: Indiana’s election has been postponed to June 2, 2020.
More information is available here.
WHAT IS COVID-19?
Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) is a respiratory illness that can spread from person to person. Patients with
COVID-19 have experienced mild to severe respiratory illness, including fever, cough and shortness of breath. The virus
that causes COVID-19 is a novel (new) coronavirus. It is not the same as other types of coronaviruses that commonly
circulate among people and cause mild illness, like the common cold.

HOW DOES COVID-19 SPREAD?
The virus that causes COVID-19 is thought to spread mainly from person-to-person, between people who are in close
contact with one another (within about 6 feet) through respiratory droplets when an infected person coughs or sneezes.
It may be possible that a person can get COVID-19 by touching a surface or object that has the virus on it and then
touching their own mouth, nose or possibly their eyes, but this is not thought to be the main way the virus spreads.

PREVENTIVE ACTION POLLING WORKERS CAN TAKE
Cleaning of visibly dirty surfaces followed by disinfection is a best practice measure for prevention of COVID-19 and
other viral respiratory illnesses in election polling locations. The following are additional actions that polling station
workers can take to reduce the risk of exposure to COVID-19 by limiting the survival of the virus in the environment:
•
•
•
•

•

•
•

Stay at home. Notify your supervisor of your illness. Do not go to polling place if you have fever, respiratory
symptoms or believe you are sick.
Practice respiratory etiquette (e.g., covering coughs and sneezes with a tissue or sleeve).
Practice frequent, proper handwashing with soap and water for at least 20 seconds or with hand sanitizer that
contains at least 60% alcohol.
Perform routine environmental cleaning. Routinely clean and disinfect all frequently-touched surfaces (e.g.,
doorknobs, countertops, work stations) with usual cleaning and disinfection products. Follow all instructions on
the product label.
Clean and disinfect voting-associated electronics (e.g., voting machines, laptops, tablets, keyboards) routinely
using products with the EPA-approved emerging viral pathogens claims. Follow the manufacturer’s instructions
for all cleaning and disinfection products.
o Consult with the voting machine manufacturer about guidance on products appropriate for disinfecting
voting machines and touch screens, and consider additional use of wipeable covers for machines, if
possible.
o If no guidance is available, consider the use of alcohol-based wipes or spray containing at least 70%
alcohol to clean voting machine buttons and touch screens. Use of alcohol-based products may reduce
risk of damage to sensitive voting machine components.
Ensure bathrooms at the polling station are supplied adequately with soap, water and drying materials.
Provide an alcohol-based hand sanitizer with at least 60% alcohol for use before or after using the voting
machine or the final step in the voting process. Consider placing the alcohol-based hand sanitizer in visible,
frequently used locations such as registration desks and exits.
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
General questions from the public or healthcare provider inquiries about COVID-19 may be directed to the ISDH
COVID-19 Call Center at the toll-free number 877-826-0011 (available 8 a.m. to midnight).
Additional information and resources for COVID-19 are available at the links below.
CDC COVID-19 recommendations for preventing spread of COVID-19 in election polling station locations:
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/large-events/election-polling-locations.html

CDC COVID-19 recommendations for environmental cleaning and disinfection:
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/organizations/cleaning-disinfection.html

ISDH COVID-19 webpage: https://coronavirus.in.gov
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